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One day early last week, a spidery U-2
reconnaissance plane landed at a
small airficld on the island of Crete in
the Lastern Mediterranean. The pilot,
an employec of the Central Intelligepce
Agency, carefully taxied his black-paint-
ed craft to a remote corner of the field,
outrigger wheels holding the planc’s long,
floppy wings ofl the ground. The U-2 has
been an infrequent visitor lo the Middle
East in recent years, for it was outclassed
long ago by the faster, more agile SR-71
photo planc. But now that the shooting
has stopped along the Suez Canal, the
U-2 is no longer vulnerable to anti-aircraft
fire, and the reliable, cheaply operated
spy plane has found a place in the array
of space-age gadgetry that is now being
used to police the fragile cease-fire in
the Middle East. .

U-2 flights make up a large part of the
Amcrican surveillance program in the
cease-fire zone. Soaring aloft at 70,000
feet, the plane makes a daily reconnais-
sance run along the Israeli-held edge of
the Suez Canal. In one swecp, accord-
ing to Pentagon intelligence experts, the
oblique cameras mounted on the plane
provide good coverage for some 25 miles
ou each side. “The U-2 photos are damn
good,” says one well-informed American
official. “They arent as good as some
enthusiasts claim--you can’t read the
name on a golf ball at 70,000 feet—but
you can tell the difference hetwcen an
Oldsmobile and a Cadillae, and that’s all
we need.”

Impressive: More to the point, the
pictures are so sharp that analysts can
distinguish between Soviet SAM-2 and
SAM-3 missiles, or betwcen ‘real and
dummy installations. The photos pro-
duced by “spy-in-the-sky” satellites are
equally impressive. Launched into polar
orbit about 100 miles up, an updated
version of the old Samos spy satellites
photographs the entirc globe as it re-
volves below. Every few days, the cap-
sule ejects a film pack, which can be
caught in midair by a plane or picked up
from the surface of the Pacific by a war-

ship. “We can get excellent photographs

of any part of the world in a matter of
days,” says a Pentagon officer. “The only
hitch is that we have to wait for the
cameras to pass over the area we are
interested in, and then we have to hove
that there are no clouds and that the
overflight occurs in daytime.”

Unlike the Americans, Israel depends
almost exclusively on airplane reconnais-
sance missions for its information on the
deployment of Russian missiles across
the canal. French-made Mirage photo
planes, flving at upwards of 50,000 fcet,
record activity as far as 20 miles beyond
the Suez. Isracli intelligence is aug-
mented by land-based electronic listen-
ing devices capable of monitoring distant
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tions. But for all its sophistication, most
experts believe that this equipment—de-
signed  originally for jamming radar
during offensive raids—will be diffi-
cult to adapt to the job of policing the
cease-fire.

On the Arab side, Russian pilots and
photographic satellites provide Egypt
with virtually all of its reconnaissance in-
formation. The Sovicts have launched
some eighteen Cosmos space capsules
from their Plesetsk launch center near
Archangel this year—including one high-
resolution camera system the day be-
fore the cease-fire began. And Russian
pilots stationed in Egypt and flying con-
verted bombers have no doubt photo-
graphed the Israeli side of the truce
line. But although the Soviets and their
clients would probably like to know
more about the location of Isracli Hawk
anti-aireraft missiles, airfields and other
bases, they do not share Isracl’s urgent
concern over cease-fire violations. Unlike
the Israelis, the Arabs have little reason
to fear that their opponents will take ad-
vantage of the 90-day truce to prepare
for a large-scale ground attack across the

“canal.

The ubiquitous eyes in the sky were a
major factor in the establishment of a
Middle East cease-fire on Aug. 7; given
the deep suspicion on both sides, the
truce would probably be unworkable
without reconnaissance planes and satcl-
lites. But what electronics has joined to-
gether, it can also put asunder. For if the
surveillance equipmeént should continue
to discover violations of the cease-fire—or
even raise suspicions of a violation—the
guns of the Middle East could soon be
roaring once again.
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Israeli photos: Aug. 7 excavations
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